Hank Karr’s Yukon Book of Memories

DVD

My original intent was to write a review of Hank Karr’s new CD but was unable to obtain a copy at short notice. I was delighted to find that Karr had released a DVD called Hank Karr’s Yukon Book Of Memories.

This DVD is a marriage of 12 Yukon ballads and stunning video shot around the Yukon.

The disc opens with Paddlewheeler, a rolling tune that sings praises to the memory of our long lost transportation system while lamenting it’s passing.

The video is shot on the MV Schwatka, following its journey through Miles Canyon.

Historical footage of paddle wheel boats plying the waters of the Yukon River cut with the SS Klondike stuck at it’s present address give silent testament to our busy past.

Many of the songs on this disc have a tale to tell about the gold rush and it’s many colourful characters and their twists of fate.

In Tell Me Robert Service, an open letter to the bard, Karr asks, “Tell me Robert Service, who was Sam McGee?” He did exist, though was never cremated in that special way, dying in Alberta in 1940 at age 73. A short reading of Spell Of The Yukon by Service himself ads a nice touch to round out this song. 

The general feeling of the DVD is Yukon pride. The film serves as a musical travelogue of spots around the Territory providing snapshots of beautiful landscapes and waters accompanied by Karr’s songs.

For me the appeal of this DVD is telling of the tale. Evident in many of the twelve songs featured is an unashamed love of the history and the land. Through vintage photographs inter cut with modern video Hank Karr’s Yukon Book Of Memories takes us to places and times we can only visit through song and story. 

Regarding the video, producer Les McLaughlin did a good job editing all the sound and visual elements together. He must have put in quite an effort to secure the archival photos and vintage film. The effort pays off in the viewing of this charming Yukon vignette. It must have been a labour of love to all involved. 

It seemed to be shot during some of the most beautiful summer days I’ve ever seen in the Yukon. 

Blue Skies giving way to purple mountains melting into green forest ending in cold emerald waters, vistas that just won’t quit, you know the kind of view we Yukonners have to put up with every day.

This DVD would be a great gift for anyone who wanted to remember the Yukon to family down south or a memory of time spent visiting the Yukon by one of our many visitors traveling our vast territory.

I myself will be bringing this video out next January to remind me of the unrelenting beauty of our corner of heaven.

Steve at Steve’s Music suggested this DVD for review.

If you have a Yukon cd or film you would like to see featured in this column please contact me at strangethingsdone@hotmail.com

